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they could answer at all, as any reply they might give could
not fail, in the event of war, to have the undesirable effect
of disclosing to a certain extent part of their plan of
campaign."145
Already, however, on this same Friday, before hearing
the dubious German reply in regard to Belgium, Sir Edward
Grey determined in his own mind, in agreement with
Nicolson and Crowe, that England's obligation of honor
to France and her own material interests made it impera-
tive for her to intervene on the Franco-Russian side. In
the morning he had told the German Ambassador that if
Germany could get any reasonable proposal put forward
which made it clear that Germany and Austria were striv-
ing to preserve European peace, he would support it and
go to the length of saying that, if France and Russia would
not accept it, he would have nothing more to do with the
consequences. "But, otherwise," he warned Lichnowsky,
"if France became involved, we should be drawn in/'146
He told Cambon confidentially of this statement to Lich-
nowsky, but carefully explained that this "was not the same
thing as taking an engagement to France/7 and that he
could not pledge Parliament in advance.147 Cambon could
only inform Paris that Grey, "who is a partizan of imme-
diate intervention/7 would discuss the matter again with
the Cabinet next morning.148
On. August 1, Cambon, knowing of Germany's ultima-
tums and of the French intention to order mobilization,149
renewed his appeals to Grey. He urged very strongly the
British obligation to help France, both on account of the
withdrawal of the French fleet to the Mediterranean, leav-
ing the northern coast undefended except for British assis-
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